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MRS. CLINTON: Good evening. Please be seated, and welcome to the White House. 
But also, welcome to the world, as it was seen by people 1,000 years ago. They envisioned 
everything pointing toward the East, for that is where the Garden of Eden could be found. They 
saw the holy city of Jerusalem at the very center of the world. 

ow, as the map turns, Europe is shown as a large land with well-known contours. But 
they picture the unknown -- Africa and Asia -- not only as incomplete masses, but plagued with 
two-headed creatures and valleys full of devils. 

And then there were miscellaneous places it seems they weren't quite sure what to do 
with, so they spread them out as islands and stuck them in the dark sea. Ireland, or as it was 
called then, Scotia, even ended up off the coast of France somewhere. And of course, the ew 
World was still nowhere to be found. 

How we draw our world depends upon how we imagine it. Think about how differently 
we imagine it today. Tonight's Fifth Millennium Evening at the White House will explore the 
meaning of the miJlennium -- both the last one and the one about to arrive. With the calendar 
recently flipping to I 999, there's already been a lot of talk about the millennium, most of it 
centenng on how do we spell it'> (Laughter.) How will we celebrate it? Where will the biggest 

1
ew Year's Eve party be? What is a 2YK bug and does it have anything to do with the 

apocalypse? And will there be enough champagne to go around? 

But tonight we wanted to take a minute and go beyond some of these questions and 
topics to others -- fundamental ones about how we can find meaning m this time and all time 
Ho· did People hve 1,000 years ago? Did they approach that time with fear or opt1m1 m > at 
15 our millennial thinkmg today? Do we see the millenmum as an end, a bcgmnmg, both r 



nd so" hat you're golllg to du 10111 ,fit Is to honor the pa t und i111ar1m: th~ lulurc. 
B-Cilllsc :1 the Roman playw11 •ht I ercncc s,11d, 11othi11g human i ,1l1cn lo me 

Jf w were tr n port d back 11111111c, that's quite a bit th::il would louk fam1har lo u ,. You 
would sec university stud 111. u king thelf parents tu sen I more money; children praymr not 
(or,,orld p ace, hut fo1 school to he c,111cclt:d; puIents tk pci.ttc 10 find bal>ys1tters for thcu 
dulJren, people laughing 11ml lov111g 1 living n11d dy111g, as they always have aml ns we do still 
tolf,Iy lfwc were 1r.u1spo11cd h,1ck 111 l1111e, we'd sec sornc ol our tin;\ Lown planners, property 
t1e1cloper and shocm:1kcrn \\ ho helped shape the world we 111hcrilcd. We'd sec the contnbutiom; 
of ull cultures, all p~.oplc -- Wlllllcn n11d 111c11 -- whose storie weave together our past 

nd ifwe were transported back to the Middle Ages, we'd see a v1::ry different way of 
measuring and uccounting for time. 'I here were no birthdays -- whil!f1, as I gel older, sounds 
hke ables ing. , o one kept trick of how old you were. Time was slower; people trav1.:led by 
cart, foot, ship. They could spend two whole years on a pilgrilllagc to .Jerusalem. And, of 
course, there were no telephones, e-mail or beepers lo interrupt them along the way -- something 
nil ofus have longcJ for from time to time -- the ability, literally, to slop the clock and look more 
carefully aroun<l; something that we can try to incorporate in our livc.:s today. 

Because even as we look at how we count time, wc.: know that our challenge is to make 
time count -- which is not a job for computers or clocks, but, rather, for human beings. Just as 
there were those who preached the end or the world at the last millennium, we have no shortage 
ofnegaltve images from popular culture today. Most of the movies about the future show aliens 
descending from outer space detennined to blow up the world, and somehow they always begin 
or end with Washington, D,C. (Laughter.) 

But just as there were people preaching peace and unity and hope 1,000 years ago, we, too, 
have our opportunity to create a positive image of our future, so that 1,000 years from now, when 
scholars are on this stage, or maybe levitating above it, they will not only shake their heads and 
wonder how we got anything done with our quaint satellite and Internet technology, but they'll 
also relate to us as human beings. They'll talk about how we paused to mark this moment. and 
we found a way to preserve hope for the ruturc and create a world that was better for our children 
lo inherit. 

Just as those who drew thc.: map that you sec on the screens, we all have a way of drawing 
our own maps from day to day, showing our own lives. And we have two people here who can 
help 11s better understand how lo draw that map. Professor Davis and Professor Marty were hom 
in the same year -- it must have bc.:en a very goocl year for curiosity and scholarship. Both sharc.: 
a generosity of spirit, a love of' family and the traditions that shape them, and a passion for 
teaching und living and teaming. 

When we tl1111k of Natalie Zemon Davis we can imagmc her with her bookbag riding h r 
bicycle all over campus, whatever ca111p11s -- S111ith and Ra<lcltffc College . Brown llnl\ 1. rt\-, 
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